
Comparison table: draft NCL policy, national guidance and current policies 

Policy aspect Draft new policy NICE 
recommendations 

Barnet Camden Enfield Haringey Islington 

No. IVF cycles in 
eligible women 

<40

6 embryo transfers from 
a max of 3 fresh cycles

(all good quality frozen 
embryos should be 

transferred before starting 
next fresh cycle)

3 full cycles* 1 fresh
+ 1 frozen

3 fresh 

+ 3 frozen
1 fresh

+ 1 frozen
1 fresh 

+ 1 frozen
2 embryo transfers

IUI for eligible 
same sex
couples

Up to 6 cycles funded 
for patients who have not 
got pregnant following 6 
cycles of self-funded IUI

6 cycles for 
patients who have 
not got pregnant 

following 6 cycles of 
artificial insemination 

Not funded Not funded Funded for 
patients who have 
not got pregnant 

following 6 cycles of 
self-funded IUI

Funded Not funded

IVF and IUI using 
donor sperm

IVF and IUI and donor 
sperm funded for 

NICE recommended 
indications

Recommended 
for specific 
indications

IVF and IUI  funded 
where donor 

sperm funded by 
patient

Not funded IVF and IUI funded 
where donor sperm 
funded by patient

IVF and IUI funded 
where donor sperm 
funded by patient

IVF and IUI funded 
where donor sperm 
funded by patient

IVF using donor 
egg

IVF and donor egg 
funded for 

NICE recommended 
indications

Recommended 
for specific  
indications

IVF funded 
where donor egg 
funded by patient

Not funded IVF funded 
where donor egg 
funded by patient

Not funded IVF funded 
where donor egg 
funded by patient

Duration of 
trying to 

conceive by 
sexual 

intercourse **

2 years: applies 
to women of 

all ages

2 years; 
applies to women 

of all ages

Aged <36: 2 years
Aged ≥36: 1 year

Aged <36: 2 years
Aged ≥36: 1 year

Aged <36: 2 years
Aged ≥36: 1 year

Aged <36: 2 years
Aged ≥36: 1 year

Aged <36: 2 years
Aged ≥36: 1 year

Ovarian reserve 
criterion 

Applies to 
women of all ages

Applies to 
women aged 40-42

Applies to 
women of all ages

Applies to 
women of all ages

Applies to
women of all ages

Applies to 
women of all ages

Applies to 
women of all ages

Current local policies 

*Full cycle = 1 episode of ovarian stimulation plus transfer of any resultant fresh and frozen embryos.
**Does not apply if there is a known cause of infertility where patients should be referred for IVF without delay


